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R & O Ball & Son 
(B & S Ball) 

 

Would Be Pleased To See You At The  

Londis Store,  65 High West Street, Dorchester  

01305 260738 
Monday to Saturday - 6.30am to 9pm 

Sunday - 7.30am to 9pm 
Orders taken for any cuts of meat from Puddletown,  

Pre-packed meat, sausages, bacon & cooked meats,  
take away hot drinks, frozen produce,  

Off license, papers & magazines, grocery,  
Purbeck ice-cream,  

mobile top ups, Health lottery,  
Hermes parcel collection, Free to use cash machine 

Greetings cards and stationery  

 

Also at  

High Class Family Butcher & Grocer  

27 High Street, Puddletown 

Tel.  01305 848235 

English Beef, Pork, Lamb, Poultry and Bacon 
Selection of Home-Made Sausages and Burgers 

Home Made Pies, Home Cooked Meats 
Fresh Bread Delivered Daily, Purbeck ice-cream 

Off licence, Newspapers and Magazines, Fothergill Seeds, 
Greeting Cards, Stationery, Pretty Polly Hosiery,  

Mobile &electric top ups, cash machine, National Lottery,  

Dry cleaning, laundry, shoe repair & photocopier 

Post Office  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday - 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5pm 

Wednesday and Saturday - 9am to 12 noon 

Direct phone to Post Office:  01305 849526 
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ABBAS  GAS  SERVICES  LTD 

ICEN HOUSE 

ICEN WAY 

DORCHESTER  

DORSET DT1 1ES 

TEL: 01305 264556 

FAX: 01305 268934 

PLUMBING & HEATING  

ENGINEERS 

INSTALLATIONS—SERVICING AND REPAIRS  
 

OIL, NATURAL GAS & LPG HEATING SYSTEMS  

FOR ALL SIZES OF PROPERTIES 
 

HOT & COLD WATER SYSTEMS 

& COMPLETE BATHROOMS  

3756 
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GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
 

Hobson & Matthews  
 

111 Damers Road, Dorchester 
Established 1965 

Free quotes and advice  
 

RING TODAY !! 
 

TEL/FAX:- 01305  263669 
MOBILE:- 0797-7908-180 
         0787-6557-910 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR PAINTING 
AND DECORATING 

CONTRACTORS 

 

 

 

 
 

Practical accountancy and 

taxation advice 

free initial consultation 

 

 

 

www.readwoodruff.com 

online information and advice 

 

 

 

 

 
24 Cornwall Road DORCHESTER Dorset DT1 1RX 

t: 01305  265544 

f: 01305 260832 

e: advice@readwoodruff.com 

 

 

c h a r t e r e d  a c c o u n t a n t s 

TEC 
TRAVERS 

ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS 

� Specialist In All Domestic & Commercial Matters 
� All Aspects Of Electrical Work 
� Fault Finding & Repairs    •  Heating Systems 
� Rewires & Installations 
� New Fuse Boxes, Lighting Systems & Sockets 
� New Builds    •  PAT Testing 

Call Alastair On 

01929 288423 / 07795 660079 

Wool - Dorset 

Friendly 
Friendly 
Friendly 
Friendly     

local local local local     

service 
service 
service 
service     
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“Right first time” 

“Installing quality into your home” 

All aspects of plumbing work from a dripping tap                                    

to a full gas central heating installation                                                  
Fully qualified, fully insured, all work guaranteed, references available                            

High quality work at competitive rates, local plumbing competition winner                                                    

24 hour call out with no call out fee, free quotes                                                      

10% discount on labour for OAP’s 

 

Daniel Dorton. 6 Glebe Way, West Knighton                                        

Tel:  01305 853893, Mob:  07837 654921 

KNIGHTON 

Plumbing and Heating 

 

Why 
not  

advertise 
here? 
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Holiday Home to let in Central Cornwall 

 

4 miles from Truro, 5 miles from Perranporth 

Sleeps 8 ~ 2 double rooms, 2 twin rooms, 2 bath/shower rooms 

Prices from £450 per week 

For further details telephone 01305 260464 

I J BROWN 

PARTNERSHIP 

******* 

Tony’s Property Maintenance & Landscaping 
  

All aspects of gardening, fencing, walls, patios,  
power washing, grass cutting and clearance. 

No job too big or small. 
Regular customers or single jobs 

Excellent references 
Give me a call for a chat 

01305 260759 or 07825991172 
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BILL HARGREAVES 

Small building work/maintenance 

Including wall/floor tiling 

 

106 Coburg Road 

Dorchester DT1 2HR 

 

No job too small—just call        Over 40 years experience 

Tel 01305 267268 or 07810 332697  Free estimates 

A 
Helping Hand  

 

Need help around the house or garden? 

Give me a call to see if I can help you 

Tony Archer 07796 243430 

or email t.archer530@btinternet.com 

Holiday Home to let in Torrevieja, Spain 
 

Swimming pool, air-conditioned, close to beaches  
and shopping centre 

3 bedrooms, 2 bath/shower rooms, sleeps 6 
Prices from £300/week 

For further details telephone 01305269209 
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From the Manse ……..    

“From your Dorchester based minister… 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing this during Lent, but as you read 
it, we shall be in that period between the joy 
of Easter Sunday and the awesomeness of 
Pentecost.  
 
But during this time I shall be on my first ever sabbatical. A 
sabbatical is a gift from the church and allows its ministers to take 
3 months away from the usual role to concentrate on something 
else. And people chose to do all sorts of different things. 
 
My sabbatical runs between 15th April and 15th July and I am 
looking into body, mind and spirit. My doctor tells me that mental 
well-being is linked to physical well-being and I wish to explore 
that, along with a spiritual element. 
 

So I shall be doing a lot of walking and running, entering events 
that I normally can’t as they are on Sunday mornings, I may even 
see if I can still ride a bicycle. 
 
I have a stack of books on a variety of subjects that I haven’t had 
the chance to read, approximately one per week, making notes on 
the way for future reference. 
 
And I shall be exploring other church’s mid-week worship, which I 
hope will allow me to find somewhere to be after my sabbatical too. 
During this time I shall be keeping a blog (an online diary) and the 
address will be available on my return so that, if you are interested, 
you can see what I have been doing. 
 
I shall be remaining mostly in Dorchester so you may well see me 

( 
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around, so please do say hello, 
we do not have to be strangers 
during this time. 
 
The sabbatical is routed in Old 
Testament law and is found in 
Leviticus 25 where ‘for six years 
you shall sow your field… prune your vineyard, and gather in their 
yield; but the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of complete 
rest for the land’.  It then continues about the time of Jubilee and 
what should be done in the 7th year and in the 7x7th year.   It 
makes for fascinating reading and relates back to the story of 
creation when even God rested on the 7th day. 
 

And it is for these same reasons that throughout the year across 
the circuit and pastorate we have sabbatical weeks – every 7th 
week there are no business meetings to give us all a chance to 
catch our breath. 
 

We all need a space and rest from time to time, and although in 
some ways it feels like I’ve only been here 5 minutes, there has 
been all sorts of things going on, with all sorts of people, and I 
thank you all for journeying with me so far. I look forward to 
catching up with you all in July. 
 
With every blessing 
Steph 
 

Ed - Steph will be on Sabbatical and therefore not contactable 

between Friday 15th April 2016 and Sunday 17th July 2016 

inclusive.  Please contact the senior steward or Janet Kennewell, if 

you need a minister.  Rev 

Peter Clark will be supporting us 

during this time, just as Steph 

supported Bridport, when 

Peter was on sabbatical last 

year.   
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Outreach slot 
 
The new holders are in place in the Coffee 
Shop. They look neater as they combine the 
information previously in two holders and also 
have a spare section for a relevant word. At 
present this is about Lent. These inserts have been written by 
Steph - thank you. 

We now have posters printed and are hoping to place them in 
our rooms. They are interesting quotes inviting us and others 
to reflect. 

We had a previous planning evening with others who had 
ideas and we have some films in mind for showing. We see 
this as a darker evening activity so will not start until autumn. 
However we invite you to try the Tuesday film in Holy Week -
'The Way' at 6.30. 

Chris Warren 

Fairtrade News 
 
 

As I write this we are rapidly approaching the first week of 
Fairtrade Fortnight, when the spotlight is being turned once 
again onto the importance of supporting the fairtrade 
movement and the vital work it does among some of the 
poorest people in developing countries.  
 
Firstly, may I say a huge ‘thank you’ to all who have supported 
us in the Church Shop during the autumn and winter. We had 
a big cut in our discounts and other restrictions imposed by 
Traidcraft from September onwards, but we are still keeping 
our heads above water. Sales for 2015 were inevitably down 
on previous years, but have stabilised and Christmas was 
particularly buoyant. Thank you. 
 
Now some more good news: Traidcraft HQ reports that their 
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Christmas sales were finally up after 8 years in decline, 
including an increase in the sale of Christmas cards, despite 
the growth of e-cards and constant rises in the price of 
stamps! So their Retail business, which genuinely seemed 
under threat last summer, is beginning to turn the corner.  
 
The direct result for us is that Traidcraft have increased many 
of our discounts by a modest amount, so we can make more 
profit and pass more money on to the church. The £150 
minimum order remains, so I shall still only be doing orders 
every 2-3 weeks. Apologies if occasionally your favourite 
chocolate etc is temporarily out of stock!  
 
Andy Biggs, the interim CEO of Traidcraft writes: 
 
‘In the light of both our struggles and our successes, we’ve 
chosen the theme for the spring season very carefully … Let 
It Grow. There is momentum building – people standing up 
for fairness, speaking out against injustice, making things 
better for the world’s poorest …  but we need to Let It Grow.  
 
We will be giving our all to help farmers, families and whole 
communities to grow this year and we hope you share some 
of our excitement and passion to see this happen.’ 
 
Traidcraft’s major message from last year was the difference 
between their work and the work of the big supermarkets who 
also source fairtrade products.  Many of you will have been 
given a card by me explaining how much further the work of 
Traidcraft goes beyond just buying fair trade goods from 
suppliers. (Copies are still available!) 
 
Now they can celebrate another world first: they are currently 
working with two communities in Mayanmar (formerly Burma) 
to begin exporting the country’s first fairtrade product – rice. 
Watch this space! So as yu continue to buy products from the 
Church Shop you are contributing to this literally world-
changing work.  
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Getting to know you  
 
David Steel 
 
Removed from Web copy 
Only available in paper copy 
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Health and safety incident 
 
Recently one of our church members came into the 
church early in the morning and found a gentleman 
on the premises.  He wouldn’t leave, so she wisely 
left.  A few minutes later a coffee shop volunteer 
arrived, again alone and found the gentleman, who this time 
agreed to leave.   We think he must have got in through an 
unlocked door (we all forget to lock our doors occasionally) after 
the full building alarm was automatically turned off.   The premises 
are alarmed overnight and it would be very difficult to be in the 
building at night and not set them off.   These incidents have been 
reported to the Police whose advice is, that if this happens again, 
to leave the building immediately and phone 101.  However if the 
person is abusive in any way, to leave the building and ring 999.    
This very rarely happens, but it is important that everyone knows 
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A reflection taken from Haywards Heath magazine 

and used by Alex Reed for the last church meeting 
devotions 
 

What are you worth? 
I wonder what went through your mind as you read the title. 

Did you immediately think of your bank balance - or lack of it!  

People are inclined to judge worth and success by material 

possessions, intellect, and status. What if through some 

misfortune all those things are lost - is the person then worth 

less? How do you value a human life? The courts of law try 

and answer this question, but if it was a member of your 

family, or a dearly -loved friend, who had been injured or 

killed; would any amount of money really compensate you? 

Sometimes we value ourselves, or others seem to, so little, 

that we find it hard to believe that we are of any use at all. 

But that is not how God sees us. If you read the story of 

David in the bible, you will notice that if it had been left to his 

family, he would have had no chance of being chosen as 

King of Israel. He wasn't thought to be sufficiently important 

to call to the meeting when a choice was being made. It goes 

on to say that man judges by outward appearances, but God 

sees the potential that lies at the heart of each person. (1 

Samuel chapter 16) 

 

To Him, each one is a loved and wanted child, whom He 

knows by name, and He never stops being concerned for us. 

He wants every person to know they are always valued and 

accepted by Him whatever they are like, and whatever they 

have done. He loves us just as we are, but He also loves us 

too much to leave us as we are, for He wants us to become 

the people He knows we can be with His help. 
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How much better and more confident we 

feel when we receive encouragement 

and praise, rather than constant criticism 

and disparagement. We are not all 

expected to have the same abilities and 

characteristics, because each one is a 

unique person, and not someone else's 

shadow or clone. We should rejoice in 

our differences, and be willing to learn from one another, and 

accept the contribution, big or small, each one can make for 

the good of all. 'There are varieties of gifts, but all are given 

by God's Holy Spirit. All are important.' (1Corinthians chap 12) 

 

God sent us Jesus to show us that there is no limit to His love 

- 'Greater love has no-one than to give his life for his friend.' - 

the ultimate sacrifice. Jesus gave his life that we might know 

how great is God's love for all people for all time. 

AGM 
 
Thurs 14th April 7.30pm in the church 
 
Agendas and minutes of last year’s AGM will be available 3 
weeks before in the church foyer. 
If you would like to nominate a member to become a steward 

or you are interested yourself, please pick up a nomination 

form in the foyer.  These need to be returned to Wendy Hilton, 

Malcolm Lewis or Janet Kennewell by 7 April.  The stewards 

are also looking for a volunteer to take the minutes at the 

steward’s meeting (not church meetings).  They will not be a 

steward with all the roles and responsibilities, but need to be 

familiar with computers.      
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Some research into funeral poverty 

 
Dorchester Poverty Action Group (DPAG) 
undertook to investigate funeral costs in this 
area. 
 
This project was prompted by information from 
Quaker Social Action who have set up a large 
funeral poverty project in London. Most of the Dorchester funeral 
directors and the CAB cooperated fully and they knew that the 
results were to be taken to Oliver Letwin, MP, before parliament 
ended. (2015) 
 
Summary of DPAG’s findings 
In terms of the total number of people unable to pay for a funeral for 
which they are responsible,  funeral debt is not a big problem locally 
- yet for each of those people it may be a huge worry, not only 
because of the debt itself but also the feeling of failing their 
deceased relative. 
 
Actual Costs 
There are minor differences between funeral directors in the cost of 
both a ‘basic funeral’ and an ‘average funeral’: 

• Average cost is between £3,000 and £4,000. 

• Basic cost is between £1,025 and £1,500, plus 
disbursement costs of about £700. 

• All but one company requires a deposit at initial booking of 
the funeral, made up of the disbursement cost of £700 plus a 
percentage of total cost. 
Funeral costs have doubled in the last 10 years, out of 
proportion to other costs. 
 
Other findings 

• All companies assist relatives to apply for what financial help 
they may be entitled to. 

• Some companies, but not all, do rarely refuse to accept a 
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funeral if it is clear that there may be insufficient money to cover it. 

• All do pursue bad debts but these are rare and every effort is 
made to enable gradual repayment. 

• All enable a child’s funeral to take place at minimal cost, 
though most families want to embellish these sad events and so 
do incur significant cost. There is no assistance to help a family 
pay for a headstone or memorial, even for a child, so further cost 
may be incurred after the funeral. 

• Each company considers that it takes great care to be 
transparent about costs, clear about what constitutes extra costs 
and to go through details of how to obtain relevant benefits where 
applicable, but that is not the view always of their customers. 

• There is a wealth of helpful leaflets but at a time of 
bereavement, these may not be read. 

• Each funeral director has a website and one of these publishes 
the price list. 

• There are common factors that predict that a funeral debt is 
likely to occur. 

• There is a common myth that the State will pay for a funeral if 
the family cannot. 

• The under-50s are unlikely to have made any preparation to 
cover their own funeral costs. 
Sometimes the burden of paying for a funeral falls unjustly on one 
family member, even if that person has no financial resources. 
 
The outcome 
The report was given to Oliver Letwin, MP at the end of 
January and he agreed to look into those factors which could be 
altered by national guidance, namely: 

• that the cost of the cheapest basic funeral should be publicised 
and made clear to everyone who has to arrange a funeral; 
and that the cost of a headstone for a deceased child might be 
included in the funeral benefit payment. 
 
Quaker Social Action has developed a ‘Pledge Pack’ for 
Funeral Directors to sign up to. They will supply these for 
Dorchester and DPAG will revisit the companies who took part to 
show it to them and see if they too will sign up to it. 
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Church leaders may be in a position to advise families soon after 
a death that there is a ‘basic cost’ for a funeral and 

Ed:- Following on from our Death Café some more 
information  

 
Fairtrade Eco-Friendly coffins 
 
In a recent newsletter from Traidcraft there was an article about 
Fairtrade eco-friendly coffins.  These hand crafted coffins come 
from Bangladesh, where they are made from eco-friendly materials 
and offer fair and consistent employment for local people.   
Oasis Transformation Limited (OTL) is a Fair Trade company 
located in the north-west of Bangladesh and employs about 70 
local people to create beautiful hand-crafted coffins and ash-urns 
from sustainable raw materials – bamboo, seagrass and willow.  
 

Salma and her family live in a small village. Her husband is an 

agricultural day labourer without regular or reliable income.  Her 

only daughter died due to a fever which she could not afford to treat 

and 2 or her 4 sons have a disability. Salma herself was a leprosy 

patient who was successfully treated at the nearby Leprosy Mission 

Hospital. 

 

Before she joined Oasis she worked as house maid where her 

wages were low. Her husband couldn’t support the family either 

due to the irregular income as a labourer paid on a daily basis. 

They did not have  a proper home either, and lived in a very basic 

bamboo hut with a thin plastic polythene roof. Their hut was often 

blown away by storms during the monsoon season. 

 

She joined Oasis Coffins in 2009 as a tailor, with responsibility for 

stitching coffin linings. She had learnt tailoring during her treatment 
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Taking steps to switch off  
your digital life smoothly 
Most of us make provision for what happens to 
our car or house when we die but what about the fate of our 
Facebook page, iTunes music collection, or photos in an online 
database.   We are now living our lives online through social 
media and spending ever-increasing amounts of money on digital 
assets, such as music, and e-books.  However some assets such 
as an iTunes account and e-books on Kindle cannot be legally 
passed on, as you only buy the rights to use the file during your 
lifetime. 
 
However without access to a social media profile, family may not 

be able to remove comments about someone who has died. 

Without access to e-mails or online utility accounts, bills could 

mount up.  There is currently no standard procedure across the 

internet for what happens when an account user dies.  Legal 

advice says we should keep a detailed record of our online life 

and specify in our wills what should happen to each account.  

However it is advisable not to leave details of passwords in your 

will because it becomes part of the public record, when it goes to 

probate.  A number of technology companies are offering services 

to help people manage their online legacy.  One example is 

SecureSafe which offers “data inheritance” storage for digital data 

and passwords.  Facebook and Instagram allow immediate family 

with the Leprosy Mission.  She started to save some money 

each month and was then able to take a small loan from a 

local NGO, through which she bought a small piece of 

land.  She has now paid off the loan and has been able to 

build her own home! She is now planning to take a fresh loan 

to buy land for her husband to cultivate. 

 

With increased stability in her family, two of 

her sons have been able to go to school. 

She has also learnt a range of other skills in 
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Festival of Crosses  
 
Ed:-This article was written by Jenny Mair, as part of 2015 
Festival of Crosses and displayed beside the cross in the 
photo.  The article ((written by her uncle about his father, 
Jenny’s grandfather) was kept for this Easter so more people 
would have the opportunity to read it.  

 

After visiting last year’s Festival of Crosses (2014), I 

told my Dad all about it during my regular monthly phone 

call to Brunei. It prompted him to send me an article that 

my uncle had written about my Chinese grandfather’s role 

in the Anglican congregation in Kuala Belait (a district of 

Brunei) before and during World War II. The article 

included a photo of a wooden cross that belonged to my 

grandfather which I remember always seeing in my 

grandparents’ living room.  

 

Although I had a vague knowledge of what had happened 

in Brunei during WWII, I had never heard the story that 

my uncle re-told in his article. I found its portrayal of my 

grandfather’s faith so moving that I wanted to share it 

and I have reprinted the relevant section of the article 

below. (My grandfather was the headmaster of the Kuala 

Belait English School which was set up by the Brunei 

Government, the British Petroleum Co. and the Anglican 

Mission in 1931. He was also a Lay Reader in St James’ 

Church which was the first church building in Kuala Belait, 

built and consecrated in 1939.)  

 
The Japanese invaded SE Asia in December, 1941 and 
reached Seria on 16th December. They took over the 
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government and placed 
restrictions on the teaching of 
English. 
“One morning when I was at the school quarters, two high-
ranking Japanese soldiers came to the door. They bowed and 
said, “Ohayo”. I bowed in return, not knowing what they had 
said. I offered them seats and drinks. Realising that I did not 
understand Japanese, one of them pulled out a pen and 
some paper. He wrote something and passed it to me. I could 
make out almost 30% of what he had written. I wrote back in 
Chinese. They seemed to understand me quite well, too. 
From the notes, I figured out that they had occupied Brunei 
and that the school should remain closed as no English 
should be taught. We communicated in this manner for some 
time and then they finished their drinks and left quite happily. 
 
I continued conducting church services in my landlord’s house 
every Sunday. A few months later, a few Japanese came to 
the house and warned the landlord against worshipping there. 
They took away my piano and the Church organ. Despite this, 
I managed to celebrate Christmas every year with Service 
and light refreshments. GOD is great!” 
 
I understand from my father that the church building was not 
used as a church during the war years. According to other 
sources, the Japanese used it as a store. It was destroyed by 
allied aerial bombing just before the landing of allied 
Australian troops in Kuala Belait in June 1945. 
My father continued conducting services whenever he could 
and he told us an anecdote that could only be considered a 
miracle. 

This wooden cross, now in my 

possession, was with my father 

during the war years and it is 

believed that it was used for the 

worship services then. 
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The Japanese suspected that my father was conducting 

services in English (for which, if caught, he could have been 

executed). My father hid the prayer books (Book of Common 

Prayer) and hymn books in the chicken coop. One Sunday, 

soon after the meeting and before he had time to hide the box 

containing the books, Japanese soldiers arrived to search the 

house as they had done in the past. With no time to take the 

box to the chicken coop, all my father could do was to remove 

a tablecloth and throw it over the box. The Japanese 

searched the place but did not look into the box and left. My 

father was sure he would be discovered and couldn’t quite 

 
United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) report 18 June 2015. 
 
Wars, conflict and persecution have forced more people than 
at any other time since records began to flee their homes and 
seek refuge and safety elsewhere, according to a new report 
from the UN refugee agency. 
 
UNHCR's annual Global Trends Report: World at War, 
released on June 18, said that worldwide displacement was at 
the highest level ever recorded. It said the number of people 
forcibly displaced at the end of 2014 had risen to a staggering 
59.5 million compared to 51.2 million a year earlier and 37.5 
million a decade ago. 
 
The increase represents the biggest leap ever seen in a 

 
United Church Dorchester's World Mission project for this 
year is about refugees.  This information is taken from a 
United Nations document about refugees  
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single year. Moreover, the report said the 
situation was likely to worsen still further. 
 
Globally, one in every 122 humans is 
now either a refugee, internally 
displaced, or seeking asylum. If this 
were the population of a country, it would 
be the world's 24th biggest. 
"We are witnessing a paradigm change, 
an unchecked slide into an era in which the scale of global 
forced displacement as well as the response required is now 
clearly dwarfing anything seen before," said UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres 
 
The Global Trends report detailed that in 2014 alone 13.9 
million people became newly displaced – four times the 
number of the previous year. Worldwide there were 19.5 
million refugees (up from 16.7 million in 2013), 38.2 million 
were displaced inside their own countries (up from 33.3 
million in 2013), and 1.8 million people were awaiting the 
outcome of claims for asylum (against 1.2 million in 2013). 
Most alarmingly, however, it showed that over half the 
world's refugees are children. 
 
The UNHCR report detailed how in region after region, the 
number of refugees and internally displaced people is on the 
rise. In the past five years, at least 15 conflicts have erupted 
or reignited: eight in Africa (Côte d'Ivoire, Central African 
Republic, Libya, Mali, northeastern Nigeria, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, South Sudan and this year in Burundi); 
three in the Middle East (Syria, Iraq, and Yemen); one in 

News 

Rev Alan Wickens, one of our previous URC ministers, 

was inducted as minister of Egham and Windsor URC this 

Easter. 
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Family News 
We give thanks for the lives of Jack Major and Joyce Ray.   
Joyce  regularly attended Wednesday market day service.  
Jack has been preaching the love of the Lord all his life; 
from the jungles of Malaya where he served his first 
communion; to his bible classes in Weymouth where at 
least one of his students became a minister; to his 
commissioning service as  a local preacher in 2000.   
Throughout his life he has preached “ Jesus needs you”.   We 
remember them and their families in our prayers.   
 
Janice and Bill Young are celebrating the birth of Lola a new 
sister for Charlie.   

Our Spiritual Journey - A Practical Asset 
 
On Sunday 7th February, Steph encouraged us to spend time 
with God. You may recall the colourful hula hoop that might define 
a special space. Towards the end of the sermon Steph told us 'we 
can encounter God anywhere, especially when we take time to be 
in prayer, to listen - then our lives are changed, transformed'. 
 
For some, this would be known as a Quiet Time, a daily meeting 
with God. 
For me my ' Quiet Times' contribute more to my spiritual journey 
than any other Christian activity. Firstly, because there are more 
of them, and secondly as I am more likely to engage by with God 
on a personal, deeper level. 
But I need help, for me to sit quietly on my own and talk to God, I 
find some structure helpful. So Pat & I use 'Encounter with God' 
by Scripture Union to assist us in our Quiet Times. There are 
many Bible reading guides for example by Scripture Union or the 
Bible Society. 
 
Having reached my three score and ten years, I am aware that I 
need more than ever to spent time with Almighty God so as to 
prepare for when we meet face to face. 
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Advertising  

Manager 

Ronnie Boyden  

tel number re-
moved from web 

verrsion 

Photocopying 

Shirley Hood 

THE MAGAZINE 
TEAM 

Editor 

Wendy Hilton 

33c London Road 

Dorchester  

e mail address: 

Email removed 
from web ver-

sion 

Deadline  for June/July 
edition is 

Sunday 30 April  
Please e-mail to Wendy   

Email removed from web ver-
sion or leave in post box in  

Charles Street entrance  
Thank you 

Volunteers wanted 
Flower co-ordinator 
This involves the following 
∗ Organise  annual rota of providers 
∗ Organise  annual rota of arrangers 
∗ Ensure cash gets from providers to arrangers  
∗ Keep kitchenette tidy 
∗ Re-order supplies of oasis 
For further details see Alison Pople 
 
South Street window 
Volunteers needed.   The church window on South Street is 

for many the only acknowledgement that we are a church.  

This is a very important outreach to the local community of 

our faith.    If you would like to help plan and implement the 

window on a monthly basis or to know more, please see 

Wendy Hilton 

Women's World Day of Prayer 

Committee member needed which includes 3 committee 

meetings and 3 mornings and 1 optional evening each year. 

Please see Alison Pople for further details 

Sound desk 

Volunteers needed.  For more information see Roger Gale  

Christian Aid Week 15th — 21st  May 
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I  

United Church 

Dorchester, 

South Street 

Methodist and United Reform  

Reg Ch No 1137996 

For more information about the Church 

or any of its activities please contact 

either Minister or the Senior Steward, 

Wendy Hilton (tel no removed version). 

Your Pastoral Visitor: 

Worship Groups: Church Choir, Instrumental Group, Informal Singing Group, Brass 
Ensemble, Drama Group, Dance group 

Bible Study/Discussion Groups: Fellowship Groups. 

Prayer Groups: Prayer Chain,  Prayer & Meditation Meetings. 

Children's/ Youth Groups:  Junior Church and Crèche, Antics youth group, Storytots 

Social Groups: Thursday Night Out, Picnic People, Solos, Knit and Natter, Coffee 
Mornings, Art Group, Badminton Club, Country Dancing, Book Circle, Solos, Men’s Group 

Christian Activity Groups: Overseas and Home Missions, Methodist Homes for the Aged, 
Christian Aid, Bible Society, NCH Action for Children, Dorchester Poverty Action Group, 
Churches Together in Dorchester 
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How To Find Us 

WAITROSE 

FROM POOLE/ 
BOURNEMOUTH 

HIGH WEST/EAST STREET FROM YEOVIL/ 
BRIDPORT 

Church shop      Mon  to Sat    10 - 12.30pm  

Coffee Shop / Hall     Tues to Sat    10 - 12.30pm 

Quiet Room        “  “ 

Holy Communion (2nd Sunday in the month)  Sunday  9.00am 

Morning Worship (Junior Church, Crèche, Coffee)  Sunday 10.30am  

Evening Worship      Sunday  6.30pm 

Shoppers Service     Wednesday 10.30 - 10.45am 

Rev Steph Jenner 

7 Capitol Close     

Dorchester   

Tel. 262421 

Rev Peter Clark 
Bridport 

01308 425978 
 


